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was a proper pouring of milk orer the place of sacrifice and
Sarama was able to see the cows on the right path (V. 45. 8).

We do not find any reference in the other Vedic works.

In Nirukta (2, 24), Sarama is regarded as a * bitch of the
gods'.

Sarama is regarded by Max Mfiller (Science of Languages^
1882, Vol. II, pp. 513-6) as * dawn * and the whole myth as a
figurative description of a natural phenomenon of the morning.
The cows, i.e. the suns rays or reddened clouds were concealed
by the Panis, i.e. darkness. At dawn, Indra, i.e. the day-
light appeared, fought with darkness, and released the cows.
I am unable to accept this view, as it does not take into account
such points as the giving of milk by the cows, and Sarama
as the bitch of the gods. Further Indra cannot be taken to
represent light. A better and more feasible explanation will
be offered below.

We shall see that Sarama is the star Procyon of Canis
minor. The name saramd is derived from sara/tya (Nirukta
2, 24) meaning ' one moving swiftlyJ. We have also mention
of her strong legs. She has been called e a bitch of the gods'
and is comparable to the dog accompanying a hunter, a practice
which holds good not only at the present time, but for bygone
days as well. We know that the common and domestic animals
had their place in heaven as constellation figures in f ancient
times. There is a passage in Taittiriya Brahmana (L 5. 4)
where it is said that Prajapati created all animals and each of
them occupied a star. Hence Saraina may be taken as a star
(or a constellation) having the form of a dog or bitch. There
is mention of three offsprings of Sarama (Sarameyas) or Dogs
which will be discussed below.

Sarama is the mother of the Dogs and we have Procyon as
the fore-dog. Sarama had to cross a river to go to the Panis.
Procyon 'was supposed to have crossed the "Great Stream"
as the Egyptians called the Milky Way, which now lies between
him and Ms brother Canis Major, and hence he appears as
" before J> the Sirius-dog '. The Euphratian name of Procyon
was Kalckab Pallika or Palura (* the crossing-of-the-water-Dog').
Again c a circular " object of ivory" figured by Schliemann
(I&os, p. 601) shows a scorpion (probably with a part of the
Milky Way *) in the centre, a Dog (male) on one side and a Dog
(female) on the other*. -(Brown's Primitive Constellations,
Vol. I, p. 279.) Taking these facts into consideration, we
may take Sarama to represent Procyon, the female dog. Rasa
is the Milky Way. Further, we find in Mahabharata that
Sarama followed SJcanda (the constellation figure of Orion)
in his march. Procyon lies a little way off to the east of Orion
and beyond the Milky Way (Popular Hindu Astronomy, by

1 This is our insertion.